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Hi All,

Last week, | had the pleasure of joining the Mid-Continent Library team & the City of Riverside
leadership for a ribbon cutting at the new Riverside Library Branch. It's a beautiful location
and | encourage you to visit and to see for yourself soon.

| hope you're ready for an end-of-session update! Join me and Rep. Ashley Aune at the brand
new Riverside Library tomorrow for a Town Hall at 6 pm. We can't wait to hear your thoughts
on the state's policies from this session and what you believe should be prioritized in the next
year. Your voice matters, in shaping our community's future. See you there!

Sincerely,



%Z\ejjanson

State Representative - District 12

201 West Capitol Avenue
Room 103-BA

Jefferson City MO 65101
573-751-9760
Jamie.Johnson@house.mo.gov

Capitol News

DOJ finds Missouri violates ADA on mental health treatment

The U.S. Department of Justice issued a sharply critical report on June 18 finding Missouri
systematically violates the federal Americans with Disabilities Act by unnecessarily sending
thousands of Medicaid-eligible adults with mental health disabilities to skilled nursing facilities
without their consent to get them “out of sight and out of mind” instead of providing the
community-based services they actually need.

Acting on a complaint, the department’s Civil Rights Division launched an investigation into
the state’s practices in November 2022. The investigation found more than half of people with
mental health issues who were sent to skilled nursing facilities are under age 65 and most
require little to no assistance with basic physical activities — the primary services these



facilities provide. The average stay lasted at least three years. Many of these people were
under a guardianship, with county public administrators often serving in that role.

“These adults are subjected to unnecessary stays in nursing facilities generally because of a
series of systemic failures by the State,” the report says. “Specifically, the State fails to
provide sufficient community-based services, fails to assertively engage people who have
struggled with traditional services, and improperly relies on guardianship for people who have
frequent hospitalizations or otherwise are not engaged in treatment. When a guardian is
appointed for a person with a mental health disability, the guardian can, and frequently does,
place the person in a nursing facility. One provider called guardianship in Missouri a ‘sentence
to be locked in a [nursing facility].”

Investigators “found that almost none of the adults with mental health disabilities living in
nursing facilities in Missouri need to be in these institutions, even for short-term stays.”
Instead of locking patients away in nursing facilities, the report said a variety of other mental
health services would be more appropriate and allow them to remain in their homes and
communities.

“Instead of diverting people with mental health disabilities from unnecessary nursing facility
admission or transitioning people from nursing facilities who do not need to be there, people
are sent out of sight and out of mind,” the report says. “Instead of focusing resources and
attention on serving this group of people in the community, the State relies on nursing
facilities as a key piece of the system for serving people with mental health disabilities. Under
the ADA, the State must make reasonable modifications to enable adults with mental health
disabilities to live in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs.”

Part of the problem, investigators found, stems from the fact that Missouri spreads
responsibility for the care, treatment and oversight of people with mental health disabilities
over three state agencies that often fail to communicate with each other. While the Missouri
Department of Mental Health is responsible for overseeing care, the state Department of
Health and Senior Services licenses providers and conducts investigations of abuse and
neglect and the state’s Medicaid program pays the bills.

“This allows each agency to assume that the other two agencies are taking steps to ensure
that the complete service delivery system runs efficiently, effectively and in accordance with
the ADA,” the report says. “But when it comes to intensive services for people with mental
health disabilities, none of the agencies are doing so and none of the agencies are
collaborating with the others to ensure there are no gaps.”

The report commended the state for cooperating with the 19-month investigation and said the
Justice Department would work cooperatively with state officials to rectify the problems it
discovered. However, the report warned the department would file a lawsuit against the state
to enforce compliance with the ADA if an agreed upon resolution cannot be reached. A link to
the report can be found at 2024 Missouri ADA Findings Report (justice.gov).



https://house.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=63d1de0157b96fe60bf4faa07&id=9028676cf1&e=7dd0044648

Kansas lawmakers pass incentives to lure Chiefs and Royals

The Kansas Legislature approved a massive incentive package on June 18 aimed luring the
Kansas City Chiefs and Royals from the Missouri side of the border. Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly,
a Democrat, is expected to the sign the bill into law, according various media reports.

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, a Republican, has said ensuring the two professional sports team

remain in Missouri will be a priority during his final months in office. Parson, whose term ends

in January, has not indicated what form his administration’s proposal would take or if a special
legislative session would be necessary.

Kansas lawmakers began making a play for the teams after Jackson County voters in April
decisively rejected a 40-year extension of a 3/8-cent countywide sales tax to subsidize
construction of a new downtown Kansas City baseball stadium for the Royals and the

expansion and renovation of Arrowhead Stadium, the football Chiefs’ longtime home. The tax
extension failed with 58 percent of county voters opposed. It was expected to generate $40
billion over its four-decade lifespan.

The Kansas proposal would authorize bonds to finance up to 70 percent of each stadium’s
cost. The Chiefs stadium is expected to cost more than $2 billion, while the Royals anticipate
a $1.5 billion project. The bonds would be repaid over 30 years with tax revenue generated by
the project and surrounding developments, as well revenue from sports betting and the state
lottery. The legislation passed 84-38 in the Senate and 27-8 in the House of Representatives

Neither team has committed to moving to Kansas, but both supported passage to the bonding
measure. The Chiefs have been based in Kansas City since moving from Dallas, Texas, in
1962. The Royals have played in the city since the team’s founding in 1969.
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AGE GROUPS:

9T08 YEARS OLD

870 14 YEARS OLD
8 YEAR OLDS CAN CHOOSE WHICH AGE GROUP TO PARTICIPATE IN

WHAT'S INCLUDED:
TICKET TO A SELECTED KC CURRENT MATCH
KC CURRENT X HY-VEE CAMP T-SHIRT & DRAWSTRING BAG

MEALS INCLUDE:
BBQ PORK RIBS - POTATO SALAD - BAKED BEANS
BREAD - DESSERT
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NORTH KANSAS CITY, MO

Honoring the service and

sacrifice of our military
veterans

QUESTIONS? EMAIL
VENDORS ATTENDEES ASHLEY.MORGAN@FIRSTGROUP.COM
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MOVIES IN THE INFIELD

JUNE 21: FIELD 0F DREAMS
JULY @6: THE ROOKIE
AUG 23: A LEAGUE OF THEIR 0WN

Movies will begin at 7:.00pm. Bring your own
lawn chairs and blankets.

R REERSIDE

Feel free to contact my office with your questions or requests.

573-751-9760
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