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September 18, 2023

Hello K.D.,

I hope this email finds you well! Happy Hispanic Heritage Month to all who
celebrate or wish to recognize all the amazing contributions Hispanic communities
have made here in our great state.

Last week the Missouri Legislature reconvened for Veto Session—fulfilling the
constitutional duty to reconsider and potentially override the Governor's vetos. It
was a relatively uneventful session, as ultimately no vetoes were overridden—though
the House did attempt to override a few line item vetoes in the budget, which the
Senate dismissed. Read more below.
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As always, thanks for checking in. Please donʼt hesitate to reach out if thereʼs
anything I can do for you.

Take Care,

Representative Ashley Aune
District 14 | (573) 751-3618

Legislative Update

NEW SUPREME COURT PICK CREATES
FEMALE MAJORITY, FOR NOW
For at least a couple weeks, women will
constitute a majority on the Missouri
Supreme Court for the first time in state
history. However, because one of those
women judges is retiring Oct. 1, the
courtʼs female majority could be short-
lived.

Gov. Mike Parson appointed Judge
Kelly Broniec to the high court on Sept.
12 to replace Judge George Draper,
who retired in August a�er 13 years on
the Supreme Court and nearly 30 years
of total judicial service.

Although Broniecʼs appointment gives
the seven-member Supreme Court four
women judges, that will soon drop to
three with the pending retirement of
Judge Patricia Breckenridge, who is
leaving a�er 16 years on the high court
and more than 41 years on the bench.
Like Draper, Breckenridge is about to
reach the stateʼs mandatory judicial
retirement age of 70.

SENATE BLOCKS HOUSEʼS 14 BUDGET
VETO OVERRIDE ATTEMPTS
The Senate on Sept. 13 blocked e�orts
by the House of Representatives to
restore some of the $555.3 million in
spending authority Gov. Mike Parson
vetoed from the $51 billion state

JUDGE REJECTS CONSTITUTIONAL
CHALLENGE TO SENATE DISTRICT
MAP
A Cole County judge on Sept. 12 upheld
the constitutionality of Missouriʼs state
Senate districts, rejecting claims that
the district map violates the state
constitution by unnecessarily splitting
Buchanan County and the city of
Hazelwood in St. Louis County among
multiple districts.

The current Senate districts were
created by a panel of six state appellate
judges in 2022 to reflect population
shi�s under the 2020 U.S. Census. In
rejecting the challenge to the map,
Circuit Judge Jon Beetem said the
plainti�s failed to o�er any evidence
the commission deviated from
constitutional standards, which call for
avoiding splitting counties and
municipalities when possible but allow
it if necessary. The plainti�s, who
included Buchanan County and
Hazelwood residents, are expected to
appeal Beetemʼs ruling to the Missouri
Supreme Court. The case is Clara Faatz,
et al., v. John Ashcro�.

REPUBLICANS PICK THEIR 2025
NOMINEE FOR HOUSE SPEAKER
House Republicans on Sept. 12
selected House Majority Leader Jon
Patterson, R-Leeʼs Summit, to be their
partyʼs nominee for House speaker
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budget for the 2024 fiscal year. Both
chambers are controlled by Parsonʼs
fellow Republicans.

Of the Houseʼs 14 overrides, nine
collectively sought to restore a
combined $11.5 million for a special
pay hike for the Missouri State Highway
Patrol, while a 10th would have
reinstated nearly $27,000 for a similar
pay raise for the state Capitol Police.
Parson vetoed the salary bumps
because they exceeded the 8.7 percent
raises granted to all state employees
this year.

The House also voted to reverse the
governorʼs rejection of $28 million for
improvements to Interstate 44, $13
million for a police center in St. Louis
City, $2 million for re-enlistment
incentives for Missouri National Guard
personnel and $1.41 million for the
Missouri Force 1 search and rescue
team. With the conclusion of veto
session, lawmakers arenʼt scheduled
to return to the Capitol until the 2024
legislative session gets underway
Jan. 3.

when the position becomes vacant in
January 2025. Current House Speaker
Dean Plocher, R- Des Peres, cannot seek
re-election to his House seat in 2024
due to term limits.

Republicans, who have controlled the
chamber since 2003, began the practice
of selecting a speaker-designee more
than a year in advance in 2007.
However, the choice isnʼt final as
Patterson must win re-election to the
House next year from a fairly
competitive suburban district, and
Republicans must retain their chamber
majority.

The actual election for the next House
speaker will take place on the first day
on the 2025 legislative session. All
members of the chamber, including
minority Democrats who could field
their own candidate, will vote in that
election.

Hispanic Heritage Month

Happy Hispanic Heritage Month! From September 15th to October 15th, we will
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be celebrating the contributions, resilience and enduring legacy of Hispanic and
Latinx communities in Missouri. We honor the diverse mosaic of traditions,
languages, histories and vibrant cultures that have enriched our state. 

Health and Wellness

PLATTE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Mark your calendars for the upcoming Platte County Senior Fairs! Lots of great
resources will be available.

 Resources

CONSTITUENT SERVICES

• Apply for Medicaid
• Unclaimed Property
• IRS Free File: Do your Taxes for

Free
• Missouri Housing Resources
• Report a Road Concern

HEALTH SERVICES

• 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
• Trans Lifeline
• The Eldercare Locator
• Opioid Treatment Program

FOOD PANTRIES

• Northland Assistance Center
• St. James Lutheran Church 

WEATHER SHELTERS

• Cooling Centers
• Crisis Cold Weather Shelters
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