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March 3, 2023

Democratic Caucus leadership held a press conference yesterday once the
House adjourned for the week. Watch it here. 

Hello K.D.,

I hope this email finds you well! As we approach spring break (March 13–17) and the
mid-point of our legislative session, things are starting to move a bit faster. We're
barreling toward what I refer to as "Omnibus Season": the final 4–5 weeks of
session when legislation moves quickly and we begin to start loading bills up
with amendments with limited time to vet the language. 

But first, we're working on passing Republican leadership's biggest priorities through
the House and sending them to the Senate. Read more below about which bills are
moving. 

Last week I'm thrilled to report that the Emerging Issues Committee unanimously
passed a bill to extend postpartum Medicaid coverage from 60 days to 12
months. It was a bipartisan bill from top to bottom—with favorable testimony
from both pro-choice and pro-life interests. Unfortunately, this same language was
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hijacked in the Senate with Medicaid reform that would end coverage for more
Missourians than it added through the new proposal. It's my sincere hope that
conservatives in the House see this opportunity for what it really is—a chance to
prove that Missouri is a pro-life state in all of the ways—rather than an
opportunity for cynical, extreme politics. 

Next week, I anticipate HB253—a bill that allows open enrollment between
school districts—to be taken up for debate on the floor. It's going to be a close
vote, as the Republican Caucus is divided on it. I take issue with many aspects of this
bill, but one of the biggest threats it poses is consolidation of small, rural school
districts. Check back next week for an update on how the debate unfolds. 

As always, thanks for checking in. Please donʼt hesitate to reach out if thereʼs
anything I can do for you.

Take Care,

Representative Ashley Aune
District 14 | (573) 751-3618

Legislative Update

HOUSE ENDORSES STATE TAKEOVER
OF STL POLICE DEPARTMENT
Just 10 years a�er Missouri voters
voted overwhelmingly to end more
than 150 years of state control of the St.
Louis Metropolitan Police Department,
the House of Representatives on March
1 granted preliminary approval
to House Bill 702 to put the department
back under state authority.

Although supporters of the bill tout it
as necessary to stem violent crime in
the city, there is scant evidence it
would have an impact. When the state
previously controlled the St. Louis
police, there were several periods when
crime was worse than it is today. In
addition, crime rates are up in Kansas
City, where the police already are
state controlled, as well as in many
other Missouri communities with
local police oversight.

Opponents of the bill criticized it as a
false solution and noted the recent
increase in violent crime throughout

SENATE ENDORSES EXPANDING
POST-PARTUM MEDICAID COVERAGE
The Senate on Feb. 21 granted first-
round approval to legislation providing
one-year of post-partum care for
women and infants under Medicaid.
However, the bill passed only a�er
conservative lawmakers added
language prohibiting women who
receive abortions from receiving
coverage and also delaying the
expanded benefits from taking e�ect
until the number of existing Medicaid
recipients is reduced.

At present, Medicaid provides just two
months of post-partum care, which
health care advocates have long
contended is woefully insu�icient to
serve the needs of low-income mothers
and babies. The bipartisan push to
expand post-partum care under
Medicaid received a boost following the
U.S. Supreme Courtʼs elimination of the
constitutional right to an abortion last
summer. With abortion now outlawed
in Missouri in nearly all circumstances,
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Missouri has coincided with the
systematic weakening of the stateʼs
gun laws by majority Republicans
over the last decade-plus. Just weeks
earlier, House Republicans advanced
legislation that would restore gun
rights to many convicted felons a�er
stripping a provision from the bill to
prohibit children from carrying firearms
without parental supervision.

I successfully added an amendment
on the floor which will require the
State Auditor to submit an
annual report to the General
Assembly detailing the decrease in
violent crime resulting from the state
takeover of the police department.
A�er all, we're the Show Me State,
right? 

The takeover e�ort has also drawn
criticism since the largely white
Republican legislative majority is
seeking to take control of a key
municipal department in a city with a
Black mayor and population that is
nearly half Black.

SENATE GRANTS FINAL PASSAGE TO
$627.15 MILLION SPENDING BILL
The Senate voted 29-4 on Feb. 22 to
grant final passage to a $627.15 million
supplemental appropriations bill for
the final months of the 2023 fiscal year,
which ends June 30. The bill now goes
to the governor, who is expected to
quickly sign it into law so an 8.7
percent pay hike for state
workers included in the measure can
take e�ect March 1.

For many years, Missouri has ranked
dead last in the nation in average state
government employee pay. Although
the largest percentage bump in state
worker salaries in at least several
decades, the pay raise authorized
in House Bill 14 just barely keeps up
with inflation and doesnʼt charge
Missouriʼs worst-in-the-nation status.

Other spending authority in the bill
includes $275 million for disaster aid
grants, $148.71 million for matching
grants to federally qualified health
centers, $20 million to bolster security
at local schools and $3 million for the

the demand for post-partum care is
expected to significantly increase.

BILL SEEKS TO ALLOW UTILITIES TO
PASS ON NUCLEAR PLANT COSTS
The House Utilities Committee on Feb.
22 heard legislation that would allow
investor-owned electric companies to
charge existing customers for the
planning and construction of future
nuclear power plants. The bill would
circumvent an existing voter-
approved law prohibiting companies
from passing on costs until a�er a
new facility is on line and generating
power.

For more than a decade, Ameren
Missouri has been seeking to repeal or
amend the stateʼs “construction work in
progress” law as a precursor to possibly
building another nuclear power plant
in the state. Ameren operates Missouriʼs
only existing nuclear facility, in
Callaway County. Voters enacted the
CWIP law in 1976 with 63.1 percent
support as construction on the
Callaway plant was underway.

House Bill 225 would carve out an
exemption to the CWIP law for
proposed new nuclear plants.
Supporters say charging customers
upfront for a projectʼs cost is the only
way to make it financially
feasible. Opponents said shareholders
– not consumers – should bear the
costs and associated risks of building a
new nuclear facility, especially since
the legislation would not require a
plant to actually be built for a company
to recoup its planning expenses from
customers.

HOUSE MOVES TO CONTROL STATE
TRANSPORTATION SPENDING
The Missouri State Highways and
Transportation Commission would lose
its constitutional control of state road
funds under House Joint Resolution
37 that won first-round approval in the
House of Representatives on March 1. A
second vote is necessary to advance
the measure to the Senate.
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Wood Energy Tax Credit Program,
among other items.

LEGISLATORS RECONSIDER
ALLOWING FOREIGN OWNERSHIP OF
FARMS
A decade a�er legislative Republicans
overrode a Democratic governorʼs veto
to li� a legal ban on foreign
corporations owning Missouri
farmland, the GOP-led House of
Representatives on March 2 voted 130-3
to advance House Bill 903seeking to
restore some restrictions on foreign
companies buying agricultural land.
Supporters of the bill said limiting
foreign control over agricultural
production in Missouri – particularly by
Chinese companies, given that
countryʼs increasingly adversarial
relationship with the U.S. – is vital to
national security.

Such arguments fell on deaf ears when
Democratic lawmakers made them in
2013 amid a GOP push to li� the
foreign-ownership restriction at the
behest of agribusiness giant
Smithfield Foods. Shortly a�er
Missouriʼs ban was relaxed, a Chinese
company acquired Smithfield. Current
Gov. Mike Parson, who at the time
was a state senator, was among the
Republican lawmakers who voted to
override then-Gov. Jay Nixonʼs veto
of the bill.

Since its creation nearly a century ago,
the six-member commission has
enjoyed constitutional protection from
legislative meddling over how tax
revenue earmarked for roads and
bridges is allocated. Although
lawmakers must approve most state
spending, revenue in the State Road
Fund stands appropriated “without
legislative action” and can only be
spent as determined by the
commission, which is the governing
authority the Missouri Department of
Transportation.

Town Hall
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On March 14, Rep. Jamie Johnson and I are holding a Northland Legislative
Town Hall. Please join us for a discussion about the 2023 session including
information about which bills have moved along in the legislative process and
budget items that will impact the Northland. We also hope to hear from you and
answer any questions you have about the Missouri Legislature. RSVP Here.

Health and Wellness
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PLATTE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Need to get CPR or BLS certified? Check out our upcoming class dates and register
today: https://bit.ly/3IibwUi

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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