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September 7, 2022

Hello K.D.,
I hope this email finds you well a�er a relaxing Labor Day Weekend! There are a lot
of questions about what the Governor's Special Session to cut taxes for the
wealthiest Missourians is going to look like. As of today, Republican leadership in
both chambers has not yet agreed to the terms of the bill or finalized a schedule for
committee hearings or floor debate.
Current speculation is that they could be prioritizing Veto Session which starts
next Wednesday, 9/14—waiting to see if the legislature will be able to accomplish a
simple extension of Agriculture subsidies without the Senate imploding. If they can't
make it through Veto Session, I don't have high hopes for a Special Session... (read
more below)
This is the kind of "leadership" we've come to expect from the Republican
supermajority. Chaos, confusion, and endless power struggles within their own
party. Missourians deserve better.
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That said, I'll be heading to Je� City next week for Veto Session. Before that, I'm
stopping at Whiteman Air Force Base for an MMPEC meeting I'm very much
looking forward to!
As always, thanks for checking in. Please donʼt hesitate to reach out if thereʼs
anything I can do for you.
It's an honor to serve,

Representative Ashley Aune
District 14 | (573) 751-3618

Legislative Update
REPUBLICAN LEADERS BALK AT
STARTING SPECIAL SESSION ON TIME
In an unprecedented move, neither the
Senate nor the House of
Representatives will show up for the
Sept. 6 start of the special legislative
session the governor has called seeking
a massive election season tax cut.
Instead, Republican legislative leaders
on Aug. 31 announced lawmakers
wonʼt return to the Capitol until Sept.
14, the same day as the General
Assemblyʼs annual veto session. It
remains unclear how GOP leaders
intend to proceed once the session
does get underway.
While it is common for special sessions
get o� to a slow a start, with lawmakers
just holding procedural sessions with
few members present on some days, it
doesnʼt appear legislative leaders have
ever previously decided just to not
have lawmakers show up at all on a
special sessionʼs first day, let alone
delay gaveling in for eight days.
In a joint statement, top House and
Senate Republicans say they are
engaged in ongoing discussions over
what provisions to include in the tax
cut bill– an indication of disagreement
with the governorʼs proposal. While
lawmakers have no obligation to pass
everything – or anything – the governor

STATE CONTRACTS NO LONGER
SEARCHABLE ON-LINE DUE TO NEW
LAW
Information on state contract awards is
no longer easily accessible through the
stateʼs website a�er the Missouri O�ice
of Administration pulled it, citing a new
state law that makes the “personal
information” of non-profit
organizations in the possession of
government entities a closed
record, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
reported Aug. 30.
OA handles contract bids for most state
agencies. A notice on an OA
procurement website says a function
that previously allowed site users to
search for awarded bids and related
contract documents has been removed
due to a provision of a new law, House
Bill 2400, that was enacted earlier this
year and took e�ect Aug. 28.
Part of the bill created the so-called
“Personal Privacy Protection Act,”
which was intended to shield
nonprofits from having to disclose their
donors to government entities. As the
bill was going through the legislative
process, OA warned lawmakers the
Republican-sponsored legislation
would force it to take down its online
procurement database, according to
the Post-Dispatch. Other state agencies
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has asked for, the constitution prohibits
them from passing legislation not
authorized by the governorʼs special
session call.
The governorʼs proposal calls for
immediately cutting the state income
tax rate from 5.3 percent to 4.8 percent,
eliminating the bottom tax bracket and
increasing the standard income tax
deduction to $16,000 a year for
individuals and $32,000 for married
couples filing jointly. Parson also wants
lawmakers to enact a host of special tax
breaks for agricultural producers to
replace those in legislation he vetoed in
June because the breaks would have
expired a�er just two years instead of
the six years he wanted.

also predicted the bill would force the
closure of previously open and
accessible information.
The notice on the OA website instructs
those seeking information on contract
awards and bidding documents to
submit a formal request under the
stateʼs Sunshine Law, although any
documents that are provided could be
redacted to comply with the law.
Because of a high volume of requests is
anticipated, the notice warns that
those making requests “may
experience an extensive wait time for
document availability” to obtain
information that until recently was
available with a few clicks.

Democrats oppose a rushed special
session on tax cuts because of the likely
negative impact on the stateʼs longterm financial stability. While Parson
says his plan would cost about $700
million a year in lost revenue, an
analysis by the nonpartisan Missouri
Budget Project puts the cost at closer
to $1.1 billion annually. Democrats
also have warned of the folly of using
temporary budget surpluses as
justification for permanently reducing
revenue.
Under the state constitution, a special
session can last no more than 60 days.
Despite the eight-day delay in
lawmakers showing up, that
constitutional clock still starts ticking
from the Sept. 6 start date set by the
governor. As a result, the latest the
session could end is Nov. 5, just three
days before the Nov. 8 general
elections.

Health and Wellness
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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES
NEW RESOURCE: The Missouri Senior Resource Line connects callers to their local
Area Agency on Aging for information on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transportation
Senior legal assistance
Meals
Family caregiver support
Disease prevention and overall health
Long-term care ombudsman services

The AAAs also provide a variety of other services to meet the needs of individuals in
their areas. These services are available free to anyone over the age 60 regardless of
income. Family caregiver services can support any caregiver over the age of 18.
Learn more about Missouriʼs senior and disability services at Health.Mo.Gov/seniors.
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SALMONELLA OUTBREAK UPDATE
21 people sick and 8 hospitalized from contact with small turtles. Many people in this
outbreak purchased small turtles online. Do not buy small turtles from MyTurtleStore
or other sellers. More info: https://bit.ly/3PLjHsF.
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