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Last week, I joined Representatives Keri Ingle and Emily Weber to discuss the
future of reproductive rights in Missouri.

Hello Neighbor,
I hope this email finds you well, and I hope you're staying cool. The summer heat and
humidity have been absolutely brutal. If you or someone you know needs resources
to beat the heat, there's more information below.
Last week, I joined Rep. Keri Ingle and Rep. Emily Weber for a panel discussion
regarding the future of reproductive healthcare access in Missouri. If you're
looking for ways to educate yourself on Missouri's new abortion ban, please keep an
eye on my Facebook page for another similar event hosted here in the Northland.
Democratic leadership in the House has repeatedly called on Governor Parson
and AG Schmitt to address the questions around this new law, and they continue
to ignore and outright reject our requests for a special session to codify
contraception access into Missouri law.
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As always, thanks for checking in. Please donʼt hesitate to reach out if thereʼs
anything I can do for you.
It's an honor to serve,

Representative Ashley Aune
District 14 | (573) 751-3618

Legislative Update
PARSON SIGNS $47 BILLION STATE
BUDGET BUT TRIMS $644 MILLION
Gov. Mike Parson signed a record $47
billion state operating budget for the
2023 fiscal year into law on June 30
a�er issuing 32 line-item vetoes cutting
nearly $644 million in spending
authority approved by lawmakers in
May. The bulk of the cuts came from
eliminating $500 million for an
income tax rebate for some
Missourians.

BILLS PROVIDING TAX BREAKS
AMONG FOUR TO FALL TO VETOES
Gov. Mike Parson vetoed four bills
passed by the General Assembly this
year, striking measures that sought to
authorize one-time income tax rebates
to certain taxpayers, provide tax breaks
for agricultural producers, regulate
kratom products and impose new
restrictions relating to bond issues for
St. Charles County school districts.

A proposal House Republicans hastily
threw together in the final days of the
2022 legislative session on paper called
for providing rebates of up to $500 for a
single person, or $1,000 for a married
couple filing jointly, on income taxes
already paid for the 2021 tax year. In
reality, no one would have received
the full amount and low-income
taxpayers would have gotten
nothing.

In his o�icial veto message, Parson said
he rejected House Bill 2090 because it
falsely promised taxpayers they would
receive $500 for an individual or $1,000
for a married couple filing jointly. Since
the legislation originally was limited to
changing how o�en state employees
are paid, Parson also said the it violates
constitutional provisions requiring bills
to be limited to a single subject and
prohibiting them from being changed
from their original purpose.

Although Parson had publicly criticized
the policy, in his formal veto message
he said he rejected the spending line
because while it set aside $500 million
for the tax rebates in a special fund, it
didnʼt include a constitutionally
required provision actually authorizing
the money to be spent. Parson
subsequently vetoed a separate bill,
House Bill 2090, that would have
established the statutory framework for
the state process the rebates.

The governor also vetoed House Bill
1720, which sought to extend several
tax credit programs for agricultural
producers. Parson objected to the fact
that lawmakers set the programs to
expire a�er just two years and
advocated for a longer timetable before
the tax breaks have to be renewed. In
addition, Parson said a provision
relating to recycled asphalt shingles
wasnʼt germane to the bill.

One big highlight from the FY 2023
budget, which took e�ect July 1, is

Parsonʼs other vetoes were to House
Bill 1667, regulating kratom products,
and Senate Bill 724, relating to county
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that it fully funds the stateʼs
expanded Medicaid program for the
first time, ending years of resistance by
majority Republicans. Under the
federal A�ordable Care Act, the federal
government pays 90 percent of the cost
for serving the expanded population.
The budget also includes an additional
$214 million for the Missouri
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education to fully fund the
stateʼs share of local public school
districtsʼ student transportation costs
for the first time in three decades and
$27 million to increase minimum pay
for public school teachers to $38,000 a
year, up from the current $25,000
annually. Public colleges and
universities also are getting strong
funding bumps a�er years of mostly
flat spending levels.

AMID CRITICISM, GOVERNOR FLOATS
SPECIAL SESSION ON TAX CUTS
Gov. Mike Parson on July 1 said he
intends to call a special legislative
session to enact the “largest income tax
cut in state history” but conceded the
details and price tag of his proposal
have yet to be determined and that he
isnʼt certain when the session will take
place during a busy election season
when lawmakers werenʼt planning to
be in the Capitol.
Talk of a significant election-year tax
cut suddenly materialized a�er a new
Missouri law took e�ect in late June to
criminalize abortion in nearly all
circumstances – including those
involving rape or incest – and raise
fears that birth control access will be
outlawed next. With Parson and other
Republicans suddenly subject to
intense criticism over the law, their
resulting pivot to discussing tax cuts
appears to be an attempt to change the
subject ahead of the looming elections.
Although the tax rebate bill Parson
vetoed would have imposed a one-time
hit to the state treasury, his new plan
calls for permanent tax cuts that could
blow a hole in the state budget when
the current revenue surpluses are gone
or the economy weakens. Because the
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financial statements. Parson said the
legislatureʼs attempt to regulate
kratom, an herbal stimulant of
questionable therapeutic value that
can prove harmful at high doses,
conflicts with federal regulations. He
objected to SB 724 because of a
provision imposing restrictions on how
St. Charles County school districts
manage bond issues. Parson said the
provision violates the state
constitutionʼs prohibition on “special
laws” that apply only to certain
jurisdictions and would have caused
significant practical problems for
constructing projects using bond
proceeds
Lawmakers can attempt to override the
governorʼs vetoes at their annual veto
session on Sept. 14. Veto overrides
require the approval of two-thirds
majorities in each legislative chamber.
Lawmakers havenʼt successfully
overridden any of Parsonʼs vetoes
during his four years as governor.

NEW LAW MAKES IT EASIER TO
REMOVE RACIST DEED RESTRICTIONS
Racist restrictive covenants will be
easier to remove from property deeds
under legislation Gov. Mike Parson
signed into law June 30. Although
restrictive covenants prohibiting
Black residents and those of other
races and ethnicities from buying or
occupying properties have been
unenforceable for decades, they still
appear on countless deeds and have
proven di�icult to remove.
House Bill 1662 requires racist
covenants to be removed whenever
property is transferred and a new deed
recorded. Owners also may record a
certificate releasing a property from a
prohibited covenant. In addition, HB
1662 bars the imposition of restrictive
covenants prohibiting property owners
from installing solar panels and limits
the regulations local governments can
impose on home-based businesses,
among other provisions relating to
property law.
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Missouri Constitution requires voter
approval to impose significant tax
increases, tax cuts that leave the
state with insu�icient revenue to pay
for basic services arenʼt easily
undone.
Until the governor issues a
proclamation formally calling a special
session, there is no guarantee one will
take place. But if it does, there are two
probable timeframes for when it would
happen – either late August through
mid-September during the lull
following the Aug. 2 primary or a lameduck session a�er the Nov. 8 general
election. Parson said he wants the tax
cuts in place by the end of this year.
The next regular legislative session
begins Jan. 4.

Health and Wellness
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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES
Air conditioning is the strongest protective factor against heat-related illness.
Exposure to air conditioning for even a few hours a day will reduce your risk.
Find a cooling center near you at Health.Mo.Gov/coolingcenters!
#BeatTheHeat
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PLATTE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
On July 16, 2022, Missouri will join the rest of the United States in beginning to use
the 988 dialing code. 988 will be the new three-digit number for call, text or chat that
connects people to the existing National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. People can use
988 if they are having thoughts of suicide, mental health or substance use crises, or
any other kind of emotional distress. People can also dial 988 if they are worried
about a loved one who may need crisis support.
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