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June 3, 2022

On National Gun Violence Awareness Day, I'm wearing orange to honor those
we've lost and advocate for change. 

Hello Neighbor,

I hope this email finds you well. Today is National Gun Violence Awareness Day, so
I joined a few colleagues and Grandparents for Gun Safety this a�ernoon to rally for
change. This weekend is Wear Orange Weekend, and I encourage you to
participate any way you can. I will be speaking at the Wear Orange Rally on
Sunday—I hope to see you there. 

As always, thanks for checking in. Please donʼt hesitate to reach out if thereʼs
anything I can do for you.

It's an honor to serve,
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Representative Ashley Aune
District 14 | (573) 751-3618

Legislative Update

SUPREME COURT HEARS COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING RIGHTS CASE

The Missouri Supreme Court heard
arguments May 24 in a case challenging
whether a 2018 law eliminating the
“merit system” for hiring and firing
state government employees
unconstitutionally interferes with
unionized workersʼ collective
bargaining rights.

Just over a year ago, Cole County
Circuit Judge Jon Beetem ruled Gov.
Mike Parsonʼs administration violated
the constitutional rights of unionized
state employees when it stopped
adhering to valid labor contracts a�er
the passage of Senate Bill 1007. The
law abandoned the merit system,
which ended political patronage in
state government hiring when it was
adopted 70 years earlier. Under SB
1007, most state workers now are “at-
will” employees who “may be
discharged for no reason or any reason
not prohibited by law.”

Beetem ruled that nothing in SB 1007
restricts the collective bargaining rights
of state workers or supersedes
negotiated labor agreements. However,
Beetem said the Parson administration
violated the constitution by acting as if
it did. Beetem ordered the state to
resume good-faith negotiations with
the state employee unions.

The Supreme Court will issue a ruling in
the stateʼs appeal of Beetemʼs decision
at a later date. The case is American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, et al., v. State of
Missouri.

GOVERNOR HINTS AT POSSIBLE VETO
OF $500 MILLION TAX REBATE

Gov. Mike Parson on May 18 signaled he
might veto a proposal to provide $500
million worth of rebates to certain
taxpayers, saying any such tax break
should apply to all taxpayers, the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch reported. Parson
made his comments at a news
conference in response to questions
about the FY 2023 state operating
budget.

During the recent legislative session,
lawmakers authorized $500 million in
general revenue for income tax rebates
to individuals earning less than
$150,000 a year, or $300,000 annually
for a married couple. Although the plan
on paper promises rebates of up to
$500 for an individual, or $1,000 for a
married couple, since the total amount
of rebates are capped at $500 million,
the actual amount people would
receive would be substantially less,
with an estimated one-third of
Missouriʼs lowest-income taxpayers
getting nothing.

The rebate authorization is in House
Bill 2090, which includes various other
provisions relating to the
administration of state government,
including prohibiting most state
agencies, except for medical facilities,
from requiring workers to be
vaccinated against COVID-19 as a
condition of employment. The budget
appropriation for the rebates is
contained in House Bill 3020.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL AGAIN SUES
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OVER MASK RULES

Weeks a�er lawmakers rebuked
Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt
for filing dozens of frivolous lawsuits
against public school districts by
eliminating a half-million dollar
funding for his o�ice, Schmitt filed
another round of lawsuits against
schools on May 19.

Schmitt sued about four dozen public
school districts earlier this year,
claiming they have no legal authority to
impose mask requirements to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19, despite the fact
that state law specifically empowers
schools to take steps to protect against
communicable diseases. None of the
lawsuits made much progress and all
but a few have been dismissed in
recent weeks as cases sharply
declined throughout Missouri.

However, with cases again increasing
with the spread of highly contagious
omicron subvariants, some districts
have reinstated mask requirements,
prompting Schmitt to again to go to
court. The six districts Schmitt has sued
this time are Clayton, Webster Groves,
Mehlville, Maplewood, Ladue and the
St. Louis County Special School District.
Schmitt had previously sued, and
dismissed, cases of against all six
districts, which are located in St. Louis
County.

ETHICS PANEL FINALLY HAS QUORUM
BUT IS UNDER GOP CONTROL

The Missouri Ethics Commission can
function again – but with a lopsided
partisan imbalance favoring
Republicans – a�er Gov. Mike Parson on
May 24 appointed two new GOP
members to the panel, which handles
complaints against elected o�icials
over alleged campaign finance
violations or conflicts of interest.

The commission is supposed to have
six members but had been down to just
two in recent months as
Parson neglected to fill four vacancies.
This le� the commission without a
quorum necessary to conduct business.
Since state law requires it to act on
complaints no later than 90 days a�er
they are filed, the lack of a quorum
forced the commission to dismiss
several complaints without acting on
them. Those complaints can be refiled.

With the appointment of former state
Rep. Kathie Conway, R-Wentzville, and
Houston pastor William Villiapiano, the
commission now has four members,
the minimum needed to do business.

However, Parsonʼs decision to fill two
Republican vacancies while leaving
two Democratic seats unfilled creates
a credibility problem for the
commission, which is typically is split
evenly between the two major political
parties to ensure it canʼt be used as a
tool for partisan harassment. For now,
the commission consists of three
Republicans and just one Democrat.
Parson has not indicated when, or if, he
will appoint the remaining Democratic
commissioners.

2023 Budget Report
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Curious about everything that passed in the FY2023 budget? Our caucus has you
covered with a detailed breakdown of how departments plan to invest taxpayer
dollars to strengthen Missouri for generations to come. Check it out here!

Health and Wellness
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Free COVID Tests
U.S. households are now able to order an additional eight free at-home COVID tests
— bringing the total number of free tests available to each household since the start
of the program to 16. To order your tests, visit http://COVIDTests.gov.
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PLATTE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
The Maternal Mental Health Hotline can help, 24/7. Pregnant and new moms who are
experiencing mental health challenges can call or text 1-833-9-HELP4MOMS
(1-833-943-5746): https://bit.ly/3lGVsPd

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES
Make plans this summer to do outdoor activities with the youth in your life!
Spending time outdoors has been shown to reduce symptoms of depression and
anxiety, while also boosting self-esteem.

 Discover all Missouri outdoors has to o�er: https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature
/activities

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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