
REVISED BY-LAWS PLATTE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE

To be submitted to Democratic Central Committee for consideration:  December  2010.  If 
approved, to be forwarded to Missouri State Committee for approval:  Approved by Missouri 
State Committee June 2011.

ARTICLE I: NAME

SECTION 1: NAME.  The name of this organization shall be "PLATTE COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE", a Political Action Committee.

SECTION 2: USE.  The name of this organization shall not be used in any public action or 
statement, nor attached to any petition except with the consent of a quorum of the 
Committee.

ARTICLE II: OBJECT
(Missouri Revised Statutes, Section 115.605)

SECTION 1: OBJECT.  The object of this organization shall be to work for the success of 
the Democratic Party, to make a systematic and practical study of politics; to discuss party 
politics and co-operate in every way to promote the Democratic Platform,

SECTION 2: ENDORSEMENTS.  This organization SHALL NOT participate as an 
organization in any Primary elections by endorsing the candidacy of any of the nominees 
for office, but shall direct its efforts toward the success of the Democratic Party at General 
Elections. (This DOES NOT keep individuals from working for a candidate as long as 
they do not use the Committee in the endorsement of the candidate).

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP
(Missouri Revised Statutes, Sections 115.607 and 115.617)

SECTION 1: REQUIREMENTS.  No person shall be elected or shall serve as a member 
of the Committee who is not, for one year next before his or her election, both a registered 
voter of and a resident of the county and the committee district from which he or she is 
elected.

SECTION 2: VACANCY.  Whenever a member of the Committee dies, becomes 
disabled, resigns or ceases to be a resident or a registered voter of the County or the 
committee district from which he or she is elected, his or her position shall be deemed 
vacant. A majority of the Committee shall elect another person to fill the vacancy 
who, for one year next before his election, shall have been both a registered voter 
of and a resident of the county and the committee district. The person selected to 
fill the vacancy shall serve the remainder of the vacated term.

Any member of the Committee who fails to attend at least one half of the regularly 
scheduled meetings during August through July of each year may be asked to 
resign.  If this results in a vacancy, the vacancy will be filled in the same manner 
as above.

SECTION 3: MEETINGS.  After the votes are counted and the new Committee is elected, 
it meets on the THIRD TUESDAY IN AUGUST to perfect its organization.  The meeting 



will be held at the county seat with notices sent to the elected committeepersons.  The 
Committee shall hold regular monthly meetings on the third Thursday of the month.  The 
chairperson may call a meeting whenever it is deemed necessary for the interest of the 
Party or when requested to do so in writing by fifteen (15) percent of the members of the 
Committee.  The chairperson may cancel a meeting whenever it is in the best interest of 
the Committee; every effort must be made to contact the members regarding the 
cancellation.

SECTION 4: MEMBER TERMS.  All members of the county Committee shall be elected 
at each primary election and shall hold office until their successors are elected and 
qualified.

ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS
(Missouri Revised Statutes, Section 115.617)

SECTION 1: ELECTION. At the required statutory meeting the Committee shall 
organize by the election of one (1) of its members as chairperson and one (1) as 
vice-chairperson, one (l) a man and one (1) a woman, and a secretary and a 
treasurer, one (1) a man and one (1) a woman who may or may not be elected 
members of the Committee. All Committee officers must reside within the county 
which they serve. The Committee may elect any other officers it deems necessary 
to properly carry out its duties.

SECTION 2: TERM OF OFFICE.   The officers shall be elected every two (2) 
years at the statutory meeting on the third Tuesday of August immediately 
following the primary election and serve until their successors have been so 
chosen.

SECTION 3: DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS.
(Missouri Revised Statutes, Section 115.615)

(1) Chairperson: The chairperson of the Committee shall preside at all meetings of 
the Committee and with such limitations as hereafter may be prescribed, act for 
the Committee when it is not in session and have the general direction and control 
of the campaigns and affairs of the Party in Platte County subject to the direction 
of the full Committee. The chairperson shall distribute election credentials to 
duly-elected committeemen and committeewomen. The chairperson may appoint 
such committees deemed necessary to properly fulfill the purpose of the 
Democratic Party.

(2) Vice-Chairperson: The vice-chairperson shall preside over the Committee in 
the absence of the chairperson and act as the chairperson in the duties that may 
arise in the chairperson's absence.

(3) Secretary: The secretary shall maintain or assist in maintaining a record of the 
meetings of the Committee. He or she shall attest to the signature of the 
chairperson to all calls and any other official documents being necessary by the 
Committee. Within thirty (30) days after the election of officers held in 
accordance with the rules of such Committee, the secretary shall certify to the 
chairman of the State Committee the names of the persons elected as officers and 
the list of members of the Committee.

(4) Treasurer: The treasurer shall sign all checks, and keep the record of all 
disbursements and deposits. The Committee may call upon the Treasurer for a 



report at any of the regular meetings. The Committee may ask for a full report on 
all information kept by the Treasurer whenever they deem it necessary.

SECTION 4: OFFICIER VACANCIES.  If any of the following events occurs to 
any county Committee officer, a vacancy in that office shall exist:

death; resignation; ceases to be a registered voter of the committee district in 
which he or she represents; remains convicted of a criminal offense other than a 
misdemeanor after his or her rights to appeal are exhausted. 

The State Committee, after finding by the appeals committee that a member has 
used the Party name or resources in an unauthorized manner, votes to remove such 
a member;

The chairperson shall call a meeting of the Committee, notice thereof being given 
not less than thirty (30) days after such vacancy occurs and in such manner as 
specified herein.  

In the case of absence of the chairperson, or in the event of a vacancy for any 
reason in that office, the duties of the county chair shall devolve upon the vice 
chairperson.

For vice chairperson, the Committee shall elect a replacement from within the 
Committee.

For all other offices, the Committee shall elect a replacement from within or 
without the Committee.

The person elected to fill any vacancy shall serve the remainder of the vacated 
term.

SECTION 5: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  An Executive Committee, composed 
of the Committee Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and any 
State Committee members who shall also be members of the Committee may, by 
majority vote hereof, approve or disapprove any action deemed by them as 
necessary between regular meetings, if the Chairperson requests such action.  Any 
such action or actions shall then be presented to the full Committee at its next 
regular meeting.

ARTICLE V: PROXIES.

Any member of the Committee may give their signed or electronic  proxy to any 
other person of the Committee; provided, however, that no person shall be 
allowed to vote more than two (2) proxies and whenever the Committee acts as a 
nominating committee to select a candidate for county-wide office, a member 
must be present in person to vote. Each proxy must specify the name of the person 
entitled to vote the proxy.

ARTICLE VI: QUORUM. 

A quorum for regular Committee meetings shall be one third of the members 
elected thereto, including proxies, provided, however, that whenever the 
Committee acts as a nominating committee to select a candidate for county-wide 
office, a majority of the members must be present.



ARTICLE VII: POWERS AND DUTIES. 

The committeemen and committeewomen compose the sub-district committees 
and these two (2) officials have the responsibility of building a strong party 
organization within its area. They are obliged to represent the views of party 
members to the Committee. They should greet newcomers if at all feasible. The 
members-elect of the Committee shall have the power to fill vacancies on the 
party ticket for county-wide offices pursuant to statutory provisions,

ARTICLE VIII: RULES OF ORDER. 

The rules contained in "Robert's Rules of Order", as most recently revised, shall 
govern meetings and in all cases where they are applicable, and are not 
inconsistent with the By-Laws of the State Democratic Party.

The State Committee is authorized to examine all Democratic county rules and all 
amendments thereto and no such rule or amendment shall be effective until 
approved by the State chairperson, provided, however, that if the State chairperson 
fails to take action approving of disapproving the proposed rules or amendments 
within sixty (60) days after the date they are received for consideration, the rules 
and amendments shall automatically become effective.

ARTICLE IX: CENSURE. 

A Committee shall have the power to censure any member who shall be guilty of 
willful neglect of any duty imposed upon him or her or for failure to support the 
party nominees at any election during his or her term of office. Such action shall 
not be taken without notice to the offending member and an opportunity for him 
or her to refute such charge.

ARTICLE X: AMENDMENT. 

The By-Laws may be amended by majority vote of the total membership of the 
Central Committee.

ARTICLE XI: INTERPRETATION. 

No provision of the By-Laws shall be construed to be at variance with the Statutes 
of Missouri. Should any portion of the By-Laws be found to be contrary to the 
Statutes of Missouri by a majority vote of the County Committee or by proper 
court determination, that provision or provisions shall be deemed null and void.


